
 

 

Building Jay County’s Future 

Substance Use Disorder 
 

Summary 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) is a behavioral health disorder that affects millions in the United 
States, involving heavy use of alcohol and other drugs. SUD is widespread throughout the 
United States, and Jay County is not immune to the problem. 

A team is moving forward, however, to address the issue.  Jay County organizations are 
collaborating with partners in Blackford County in the Consortium for Opioids Response and 
Engagement-East Central Indiana, better known as CORE-ECI.  The goal of CORE-ECI is to reduce 
drug use, abuse, and mortality with technical assistance from Purdue University and IU Health.  

Drug Overdoses in The United States 
The United States has struggled for years with the problem of drug addiction and related drug 
overdose deaths.  Early data suggest that the pandemic has only exacerbated the problem. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, drug-overdose deaths in 2021 
topped 100,000 for the first time in history.  More than 107,000 people in the U.S. died from 
drug overdoses last year, a 15% increase from 2020. The U.S. has recorded more than one 
million overdose deaths since 2000, and more than half of those came in the past seven years.1 

Much of the increase can be traced to fentanyl, a powerful synthetic drug. At the same time, 
there are a rising number of fatalities linked to methamphetamines and cocaine. 

 

 
1 Drug-Overdose Deaths Reached a Record in 2021, Fueled by Fentanyl, Wall Street Journal, May 11, 2022 



Drug Overdose Data in Jay County 
Jay County has not been immune to substance use disorder.  In the four years 2016-19, 33 
County residents died from a drug overdose2, as shown below: 

 

 

 

 
2 This information provided by Jay County Coroner Michael Brewster. 
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A System for Dealing with Substance Use Disorder 

Jay County has begun to deal with substance use disorder through the Jay County Drug 
Prevention Coalition (JCDPC).   

The purpose of JCDPC is to: 

• Promote community-wide awareness and information sharing regarding substance use, 
• Utilize education, enforcement, treatment, prevention, 
• Coordinate and facilitate collaboration with community partners  

JCDPC seeks to support, advocate, and promote the county, state, and national efforts to 
prevent and reduce the harmful effects of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use among youth 
and adults in Jay County, Indiana. Their initiatives include evidenced-based prevention 
programming, community collaboration, proactive training efforts, and a Quick Response Team 
that includes Peer Recovery Coaches.  

 

Goals and Metrics 

The strategic goals, and the metrics used to measure completion of those goals, have not yet 
been developed.  The Portland Foundation will monitor the work of the CORE-ECI group and 
their process moves forward and will publicize the goals and measurements when they are 
available. 

 

  



A Note of Appreciation 
We wish to thank the following community leaders who served as members of our Steering Committee 
or on one of our task forces.  Your contributions were greatly appreciated, and will help us to improve 
the quality of life for everyone in Jay County 

• Chad Aker – President, Jay County Commissioners 
• John Boggs – Mayor, City of Portland 
• Carol Bradshaw - Forward STEPS Manager, Second Harvest Food Bank of East Central Indiana 
• Michael Brewster – Jay County Coroner, Portland Police Department 
• Amanda Bullion – Purdue Extension 
• Ray Cooney – Editor, The Commercial Review 
• PJ Corwin – Executive Director, Youth Service Bureau 
• Jason Craig - Substance Misuse Prevention and Mental Health Promotion, Region 5 Regional 

Prevention Coordinator 
• Gerry Cyranowski – Regional VP of Clinical Services, Meridian Health Services 
• Randy Davis - Founder, A Better Life-Brianna’s Hope 
• Chad Dodd - Principal, Jay County High School 
• Dwane Ford – Sheriff, Jay County 
• Julie Gregg – Principal, East Elementary School 
• Jeremy Gulley – Superintendent, Jay County School Corporation  
• Tammy Hanlin – Chair, The Portland Foundation 
• Rusty Inman – Executive Director, John Jay Center for Learning  
• Virgil Jones - Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition 
• Rex Journay – Jay County Commissioner 
• Allison Keen – Youth Educator, Purdue Extension 
• Justin Littman – Family Case Manager Supervisor, Department of Child Services 
• John Moore – Board Member, The Portland Foundation 
• Krista Muhlenkamp – Board Member, The Portland Foundation 
• Michele Owen – Executive Director, Family Alliance 
• Chynna Ratliffe - Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition 
• Kimbra Reynolds - Executive Director, Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition 
• Travis Richards - Executive Director, Jay County Development Corporation  
• Jane Ann Runyon – Executive Director, United Way of Jay County  
• Christy Shauver – Director of Community Development, Jay County Development Corporation 
• Mitch Sutton – Police Chief, City of Portland 
• Annie Van Horn – Director of Special Education, Jay School Corporation 
• Jenni VanSkyock – Program Manager, IU Health Jay Hospital Outpatient Behavioral Health 
• Jon Vanator - President, IU Health Jay Hospital 
• Tashia Weaver – Family Resource Center Coordinator, Strengthening Indiana Families 
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